
'THE PATH OF GREATNESS" Matthew 20:20-28

Who mokes Navy Seols? The one who says: How con I help the guy next to me? Our text: Jesus shows the Poth of Greotness.

Motthew 20:25-28 2sJesus called oll the followers together ond soid, "You know thot the rulers of the non-Jewish people love to show

their power over the people. And their important leoders love to use olltheir outhority.2sBut it should not be thot woy omong you.

Whoever wonts to become great omong you must serve the rest of you like o servont.2Twhoever wonts to become first omong you
must serve the rest of you like a slove.2sln the some woy, the Son of Mon did not come to be served. He come to serve others ond to
give his life as o ransom for many people."

I. THE MISTAKES OF GREATNESS

A. There is something in the heart of people that we want to make a difference/we want our life to count
1. Whoever wants to be great: Larger in size or importance - one who stands out

a. Flows out of our desire for worth: To feel that we hove value or importance

B. A lot of Jesus teaching was to correct the disciples wrong ideas: Here - wrong ideos obout greatness

1. Mistake #1: That greatness can be given; V27 qront thot my 2 sons cdn sit on the right/leIt...
a. Jamesflohn get their mom to ask Jesus to appoint them to important positions

7. My destiny is in someone's honds - they could give it to me; I would leop into greatness/destiny

2. Mistake #2: Greatness comes from attention; V27 gront that my 2 sons con sit on the rightfieft...
a. Places of honor: People will see us on stage f near the throne...who's that with Jesus

7. lf I con hove o microphone/be on stoge

3. Mistake #3: Greatness is all about power - ordering people around
o. V25 rulers of the non-Jewish people love to show their power over the people... Tell them off/tell them what to do

1.. Mon oppointed von driver for on impoct teom: Laid down the rules. At first light - everyone jumped out!
C. These wrong ideas cause problems

1. They make you view other people incorrectly: They ore competitors for attention/positions
o. Luke 9:46 a dispute orose over who would be the greotest

2. lt produces conflict: You wind up fighting with people/they wind up fighting with you
o. Matthew 20:2424When the other ten followers heard this, they were angry with the two brothers.

II. TTIE PARADOX OF GREATNESS

A. Jesus doesn't deny that there are great people in the Kingdom: People who hove greoter value in usefulness
1. But He turns worldly ideas of how to become great upside down

a. Matt 20:26-27 Yet it sholl not be so omong you; but whoever desires to become greot omong you, let him be your
servont.2T And whoever desires to be first omong you, let him be your slave--

1. Minister/deocon: One you hire to do menial service - whotever needed doing 2. Slave: One who does the will of another
2. lf you will not make life be about you - you will become great: Hove value/importonce

a. Look at life/take actions based on what is good for God b. What is good for other people
I!I. THE ELEMENTS OF GREATNESS

B. 3 elements of true service
1. Finding a need and meetingit: nnn 73:4-5 So during the meolJesus stood up ond took off his outer clothing. Toking

o towel, he wropped it around his waist.5 Then he poured woter into o bowl ond began to wosh the followers'feet, drying them with
the towel thot was wrapped oround him.

2. Doing things for the benefit of others: Acts 9:35 At Joppo there wos o certoin disciple nomed Tabitho, which is

translated Dorcos. This womon was full of good works ond choritable deeds which she did.

3. Not being concerned with recognition:
a. Servants/slaves didn't perform for an audience - or praise: Lodies & gentlemen the toilets ore clean!

7. Luke 77:7-70 And which of you, having o servont plowing or tending sheep, will soy to him when he has come in from
the field, 'Come ot once ond sit down to eot'? I But will he not rather say to him, 'Prepare something for my supper, ond gird yourself
ond serve me till I have eaten and drunk, and afterward you will eot and drink'? e Does he thonk that servont because he did the
things thot were commonded him? I think not. 10 So likewise you, when you hove done oll those things which you are commonded,
soy, 'We are unprofitoble servonts. We have done whot wos our duty to do.' "

C. The power of service
1. God's will is accomplished by servants: lmagine what o church would be if everyone hod o servant mindset!

2. God can choose servants for larger tasks: Because they can be trusted
a. Luke 76:7O He who is foithful in what is leost is faithful olso in much; ond he who is unjust in whot is leost is unjust olso in

much


